From:   Commanding Officer, Naval Medical Center, ________________

To:       Commanding Officer, USS SHIP AHOY (DDG XX)

Subj:    HEARING CONSERVATION PROGRAM ASSIST VISIT FINDINGS

1.  At the request of HMC (SW / AW) Sailorman, an Assist Visit was conducted on X March XXXX of the USS Ship Ahoy’s Hearing Conservation Program.  Findings from this visit indicate that HMC Sailorman and the medical department aboard the ship are to be commended for their efforts and motivation to preserve the hearing of the sailors aboard the USS Ship Ahoy.  Their program has a strong foundation, and significant strides are being made to improve upon an already sound program.  

2.  Specific findings of the Assist Visit are as follows:

a. A roster of personnel in the HCP was available and current.

b. All pertinent hearing conservation regulations/instructions were on hand.

c. The significant threshold shift (STS) rate was within acceptable limits (under 10%).

d. A current noise hazard survey was on hand delineating the noise-hazardous areas aboard the ship.

e. All sizes of pre-formed hearing protection and a supply of hand-formed earplugs were in stock, along with earplug carrying cases.

f. Current documentation of annual hearing conservation training was present.

g. A 10% medical record review indicated 100% compliance with annual testing and appropriate disposition of the patients whose records were reviewed.

3.  Other hearing conservation items that were discussed include procedures for removing personnel from the HCP who are not routinely noise exposed; protocol for referring patients to the audiologist; educational events that can be offered for annual hearing conservation training; explanation of noise hazards that warrant inclusion in the HCP; situations when double hearing protection (earplugs and noise muffs) is required (>104 dBA); and procedures for posting warning signs in noise-hazardous areas and operations.

4.  Recommendations:

a. Maintain the most current Hearing Conservation Regulations/Instructions.

b. Continue annual hearing conservation testing of personnel in the HCP.

c. Maintain updated noise hazard evaluations.

d. Maintain sufficient supply of all types and sizes of hearing protection and appropriate earplug carrying cases.

e. Ensure that noise muffs are available as a form of hearing protection for service members who prefer this form of HPD and for those requiring double protection.

5.  It has been my pleasure to perform this Assist Visit, and I appreciate the opportunity to come aboard your ship.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns.  I can be reached at (XXX) XXX-XXXX or email at:  

                                                                      U. R. AUDIOLOGIST

